
30th April  2014  Week 3 Term 2 
 

Current Enrolment = 330 
Whole School Attendance =86.62% 

Gray Primary School                                                                 

22 Victoria Drive, Gray                                                     

Phone 89321700       Fax: 89321007                                                                                                            

Email: admin.graysch@ntschools.net 

www.www.grayprimary.nt.edu.au 

Change in School Dental Clinic Number 

New number on 8922 6466 

Absences contact number 

89  321700  

School Office Hours 

7.45am-4pm 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Whole School Assembly– Friday  2nd May 

May Day Public Holiday—Monday 5th May 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Grandparents, 

Our FAST (Families and Schools Together) program has commenced with thirteen 
families participating. This program is one of the most successful family programs 
we have operated at the school and it is wonderful to see families spending quality 
time together and supporting one another in such a powerful manner. Thank you 
to all the parent mentors who facilitate at the program. 

The Gray Family Centre will also be commencing the “Reading Is as Easy as ABC” on 
Wednesday 21st May. This has been a very popular program in the past with      
parents gaining the knowledge to know how to commence teaching their child to 
read before they commence Preschool. There are so many things we as parents can 
do with our children to prepare them to become great readers. At this workshop 
you will gain some simple ideas to support your child. Please talk with Kylie     
Grainger in the Gray Family Centre to register for this fantastic workshop. 

All of us as parents have dealt with envy in our children. Envy is the perpetual 
“wanting more” syndrome. The opposite of envy and entitlement is gratitude. 
Gratitude comes from the feeling of freely receiving things, not because we        
deserve them but because someone has kindly given them. Parents and teachers 
need to help children work through their feelings of entitlement and envy and 
move to a position of gratitude. This involves three skills: 

 Giving to gratify the basic needs 

 Limiting—making sure children do not get too much or get inappropriate 
things 

 Containing—helping a child work through feelings about a limit. 

As part of this principle, children need to learn to say “thank you” and “I am sorry”. 
Helping our children to become humble and grateful is  a life skill that our children 
will thank us for one day. 

Have a wonderful week. 

Sayonara—Sue Beynon, Principal and Sharon Chin, Assistant Principal 

‘Too Many Elephants in This House’ 

National Simultaneous Storytime 

Wednesday 21st May 11am 

Assembly Hall Gray Primary 

School 
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What you don’t like? I don’t like frogs, snakes and 
rude behavior. 

What do you like best about your job? The best 

part of my job is spending time with the students 

and    watching them grow in their learning . 

What you don’t like? Dishonesty, rudeness, and 
bad manners  

What do you like best about your job? The       
wonderful community of staff, students and       
parents/carers at Gray School.  

What you don’t like?  Crocodiles, snakes and    
disrespect 

What do you like best about your job?  Working 
with students at Gray School (especially the best 
class 6 Stewart) to help them achieve goals and be 

the best individual they can possibly be. 

Name : Sue Beynon 

What is your role?   Principal 

What do you enjoy?  I enjoy travelling,         
especially to Asia, watching movies, reading 
and spending time with my   grandsons. 

Name: Sharon Chin 

What is your role?   Assistant Principal  

What do you enjoy?  Watching Hawthorn 

win, listening to music, reading and          

travelling 

Name : Keira Stewart 

What is your role? Year 6 Teacher and     

Senior Teacher for Yr 3-6    

What do you enjoy?  I enjoy fishing,      

swimming, running, netball and watching 

NRL-Newcastle Knights and NSW Blues! 

 

Name: Donna Westaway 

What is your role?   Art / Science Teacher 

What do you enjoy?  I enjoy spending time 
with my family, I also love playing Netball 
( I’ve been playing for 3 decades now!!) I am 
passionate about reading and believe it is 
the door to opening all learning.  

What don’t you like?   I have a fear of 
heights and crocodiles!!! So no roller     
coasters or skiing in the dams for me!!  

What do you like best about your job? I  
enjoy watching students develop their own 
artistic styles.  Nothing beats seeing a child 
excited and proud of themselves when they 
finally master a skill or complete a task that 
they first thought was not possible. 

  

Gray School Leadership Team 

What you don’t like?  Visiting  cold places ,being 
sick. 

What do you like best about your job?  Seeing 
students understand something new for the first 
time. 

Name: Jonno Brunton 

What is your role?   Year 5 Teacher 

What do you enjoy?  I enjoy rock climbing. 



 

What you don’t like? tardiness, back-chatting and 
rude people.  

What do you like best about your job?  Planning 
fun, meaningful and interesting   lessons,     
watching my students grow and achieve their 
goals, working with dedicated and talented  
teachers and tutors. 

What you don’t like?  I don’t like seeing  animals 
or children being hurt. 

What do you like best about your job? That’s an 
easy question – the best thing about my job is 
the children.  Children are our tomorrows.   

What you don’t  like? I don’t like seeing animals 
or children being hurt. 

Name : Yvonne Patterson 

What is your role?     I am the Lead  Teacher, 

am coach for Year 5/6 teachers and have 

responsibility for data collation and analysis.                             

What do you enjoy?   I love learning about 

many things and working in my garden. 

Name : Genna Smiley 

What is your role?    I am a Year 2 Teacher  

What do you enjoy?  Travelling, collecting 

nail polish (I have over 800 bottles),  reading 

teacher blogs and spending time with my 

family  

Gray School Leadership Team continued 



My-oh-my, how quickly these chooks grow!  This week, 

they will be five weeks old and they have well and truly 

entered the awkward teenager phase.  They have very 

few baby feathers left, as their adult feathers are growing 

into place and they have long and lanky legs.  Thankfully, 

they still peep like babies and won’t start clucking until 

they are about 4 months old. 

Over the school holidays our babies outgrew their coop, 

so they were moved into the ‘Big Chicken Coop’ and are 

now living with our grown-up chooks, some of which are 

their mothers.  They love being able to run around and 

forage in the dirt and grass.  We were happy when they 

moved into the ‘Big Chicken Coop’, as that meant we no 

longer had to clean their stinky coop! 

Mr Mark and the Gardening Group now do most of the 

looking after of our babies, however we do make sure we 

visit them every couple of days. 

We still don’t know if they are hens or roosters, and we 

probably won’t know until they start to crow (at around 8 

weeks old they should start trying to crow, according 

Google). 

Fingers crossed we have all hens as they will start laying 

eggs for the canteen at around 6 months of age. 

Egg-straordinary Update 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 2014 FAST Program began last Thursday with great fun had by all. Our night started with a delicious 

dinner prepared by our parent partners – Thank you Peta and Jen. Each family created a flag – a symbol 

that represents their family.  The flag will sit proudly on their family table for the next 7 weeks of the 

program and they look fantastic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towards the end of the night we divided into two groups – the kids went off with some of the FAST team 

and played games and made chocolate crackles while the   parents had some coffee and chocolate bik-

kes during ‘parent time’. 

 

Yvette and Alex were the lucky winners of the Door prize – we 

hope you  enjoyed the special gifts for your family. 

 





Helping you read             

with your child 

Let’s Read promotes reading with children from 0-5 years across Australia. 

Reading with your child is one of the most important things you can do to develop your child’s 

ability to read, write and build skills for starting school. Let’s Read supports you in reading aloud 

with your child. It helps you and your child develop a love of books, share rhymes, stories and 

songs, and spend special time together. 

Please see Kylie at The Gray Primary School Family Centre to receive your library bag, book 

and information sheets. 

This is Gus. He loves lazing about and reading a good book. This week his favourite 

book is ‘I went walking’. Gus loves people visiting him – come visit Gus in the Gray 

Primary School Family Centre. 

Access to Mathletics and Reading Eggs at the Family Centre  

Are you wondering what Mathletics and Reading Eggs are, but don’t have access to 

the internet at home? 

Each Monday and Tuesday from 2:30 – 3:10pm Ipads will be available for parents/

carers and students to access these programs. We will show you how to access and 

use the Apps at your pace. Please feel free to drop in and have a look. 

This is a 10 week trial and students must be accompanied by an adult.                                                       

Please see the Family Centre for further information. 

Donations are needed for our popular 

Mother’s Day Stall. 

 Can you help with some of these items or other items that are suitable as a gift for mum?  

Our Mother’s Day Stall will be held In week 4 – It’s just around the corner! 

Donations can be left at the school office or handed to the class teacher .Thank you for supporting the 

 Gray School Council . 

 Plants or Flowers 

 A tea cup 

 Bath Salts 

 Scented Candles 

 Soap 

 A box of Chocolates 

 Hand or face creams 

 Tea & Coffee wrapped with a ribbon 




